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The article reveals the image of the British Monarchy formed in and by the English printed media
sphere and realised directly through the image of the Queen and the Royal Family. Official Royal Fami-
ly websites, British Quality Press and tabloids like “The Independent”, “The Guardian”, “The Sun”,
“The Daily Express”, etc., which came out within 2015-2020, make up the empirical basis of the re-
search. The article aims at revealing the contradiction between the image of monarch as head of state
and the crisis of monarchic statehood in need of modernization. Research methodology includes contex-
tual, linguoculturological, conceptual analyses, as well as method of critical discourse analysis. These
methods involve applying to verbal means of communication through explication of conceptual infor-
mation in the text. The analysed material testifies to the fact that printed mass media initially serve as
the main tools for popularizing images that represent modern monarchy, whereas publicity is becoming
the basis of its existence. There is a tendency to express dissatisfaction with the institution of monarchy
rather than the personality of the Queen who embodies historical tradition, stability and national identi-
ty. The British Queen receives a more positive assessment in society. Explicit and implicit positive
evaluation in mass-media texts is achieved through the use of lexemes, expressive syntactic models and

contextual markers.
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The British Monarchy has been existing for cen-
turies running. The institution being staunch and un-
flinching like a rock serves as a vertical and horizontal
power, facilitating the development of society, push-
ing it forward non-stop. All talk about the monarchy
demise is groundless, for if the pillars of society give
way and tumble down, the society itself will be
doomed. | Love The Queen — these magic words are
absorbed and nurtured on mother’s milk.

There is an opinion that the Royalty from the
very Queen to the younger generation of Princes and
their “newly-hatched” Princesses are spongers with
dull commitments and charity work, and it is the Brit-
ish People, bound to pay ski-high taxes, who keep
them.

Nevertheless, there is a thing that cannot be easi-
ly disregarded and that is life under close “sweet”
scrutiny. It is a perpetual hype of Monarchy’s image
as a society stronghold as well as drawing public at-
tention and, incidentally, global attention to any events
pertaining to the Royal Family.

Here belong Prince Charles and Princess Diana’s
wedding, the image of Lady Diana, one of the most
adored Royal member, so fragile and shy, rather sor-
rowful than happy, suffering from loneliness, and,
eventually, her tragic death in 1997, the Queen’s di-
amond jubilee, Prince Harry’s serving in the army,
Prince William and Princess Kate Middleton’s wed-
ding, the long- awaited arrival and christening of their
firstborn, social agitation prior to Henry and Meghan’s
wedding, scandalously smeared reputation of Prince
Andrew and his stepping down from all public du-
ties... In view of this, Harry and Meghan renouncing
royal privileges but not royal titles is an act of trea-
chery or denial of the Royal Family? The British so-

ciety is at wits’ end over the Sussexes’ decision to
abandon the Albion, as surely it is a shocking defiance
and a painful trendsetter.

Every Royal member, every move, whether good
or bad one, is an object of intense media interest cap-
turing the world’s attention. In the age of global in-
formation modern society is always under the influ-
ence of constant information flows, and their major
part is distributed by mass-media channels [2].

No wonder, being thrust into the media spotlight
has pleasing consequences. Media hype is worth it,
because constant and perpetual PR stunt of the
Queen’s image and that of Monarchy proper yields
certain results, namely: easy money rolling into the
Royal Treasury through all round ad campaign and
further strengthening of the mental picture of austere
hereditary authority!

The linguistic research into the problem, based
on the analysis of 100 media texts, demonstrates a
certain discrepancy in opinions concerning the
Queen’s image proper and monarchy as a system of
governing.

The opinions about the importance of royalty can
be wildly different, and there is always a historical
precedence for every sound judgment. “Not keen
on the royal family? There was a civil war that ended
with the execution of Charles | in 1649. Keen on the
royal family? His son Charles Il was restored to the
throne in 1660 [3].

There is a transparent reason why a constitutional
monarchy is held in high esteem these days. “The roy-
al family is the principal aristocratic house in the
country closely connected with other members of the
hereditary aristocracy and with big finance interests”
[1]. The Conservative party, set up in the XVIIth cen-
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tury and called initially Tories, has always taken the
lead being the custodian of big businesses and lan-
downers, commerce and industry. No wonder the pol-
cy of unanimous and staunch support of monarchy is
justified.

Sarah Gristwood, a best-selling Tudor biogra-
pher, broadcaster and commentator on royal affairs
speculates on why the royal institution retains its pop-
ularity. The truth is in “tradition, especially when it is
softened by a little flexibility”. The secret to the long
success of the British monarchy is attributed to “its
connection, not to the stodgy old ways of the stately
home, but to the aggressive, thrusting, young nation
that we [the royalty. — R.S.] used to be” [4].

The British monarchy has changed since the time
of Magna Carta' in 1215. The Queen is a regular tax-
payer and tweeter, has a keen British sense of humour.
Another obvious change is “readiness among the roy-
als to be seen — though not necessarily heard — as of-
ten as required” and it concerns royal weddings, which
used to be private ceremonies before World War |,
royal occasions such as the Queen’s Jubilees, the State
Opening of Parliament, Trooping the Colour and
Changing the Guard. Now they have become “valua-
ble crowd-pleasers,” moreover detachment from poli-

tics allowed the monarchy to remain popular and pro-
vide “a focus for national unity” [4]. As for the need
to be spotted in crowds the Queen once famously said:
“I have to be seen to be believed” [6].

Brits love the Queen for “providing stability and
continuity..., for being the focus for national identity
and pride, which was demonstrated through the cele-
brations of her Jubilee” [3]. There is so much passion,
gratitude and reverence in Affirmation of Allegiance:
“I ... do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm that on becoming a British citizen, | will be
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the Second, her Heirs and Succes-
sors, according to law” [6].

However, the issue of monarchy is likely to gen-
erate controversial views. In the table below the two
referential zones are represented through positive /
negative evaluation. The examples are drawn from
British Quality Press, tabloids and official websites.

To crown it all it feels like an honest single an-
swer to the question, whether the British monarchy is
going to survive and be effective in the years to come,
will not be easily received. The research has displayed
that the critics are more likely to argue against the
institution of monarchy rather than the personality

Table

Referential zone Monarch (+)

Referential zone Monarchy (—)

Tradition: Britain has had a monarchy for a really long time,
so the person of the queen is a living embodiment of our histo-
ry. Tradition is intertwined with national and cultural identity.

If it [the system. — R.S.] is not broke, why fix it?

There are plenty of Brits that are fed up with the principle
of the monarchy and would like to replace it with some-
thing better. So what do we replace the monarchy with? If
someone could prove that any proposal would be better
than the current one, it might gain great attraction; howev-
er, the world has countless heads of state that are corrupt,
are morons, are megalomaniacs, etc. Which system do we
replace Her Majesty with?

Ceremony: People like a bit of pomp, pageantry and extrava-
ganza.

It is understandable to distract people with memorabilia of
the good old days to boost their moral.

The British are accustomed to a monarchy. It is their way of
life. The Queen has always been a positive ambassador and
role model for the UK.

... monarchy is very out-dated and ... we need to finally
get rid of them like the French and other countries did ...
they are just living museums exhibits by now. Sadly I'm
not in a majority and | have to put up with this need for
monarchy. Eh, they seem to give some people hope. Most
people are just not that bothered who is ruling.

She’s not political: The reigning monarch is constitutionally
forbidden from expressing personal opinion, and is not behol-
den to political ideologies nor the whims of fickle voters.

Sorry to disappoint. 'Love'? Perhaps not, we don't do ‘love’
much in our political processes. Admire and respect? Yes.

As to finances, she's a great deal cheaper to run than a num-
ber of bent 'Presidents' and even those costs ... are but a gnat's
whisker off our GDP. Even then, she's probably a great deal
cheaper than any alternative.

I cannot agree with an institution that so strongly
represents entrenched privilege in society. So down with
the monarchy! Or at least let's reduce a bunch of their
money and privileges. Let's not pretend that accident of
birth gives anyone the right to be considered better than
anyone else [7].

Value for money: Hordes of wide-eyed tourists who wish they
had a queen of their own flock to Britain to take selfies in
front of royal landmarks, generating vast sums of revenue for
the UK. Having a royal family certainly has some advantages
for tourism, historical narrative and continuity.

This is a perfidious system... we hardly notice the mo-
narchy.

! In 1215, King John was forced to agree to a charter of
rights called the Magna Carta. It restricted the king’s power
and stated that even the king had to obey the law.
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Table (end)

Referential zone Monarch (+)

Referential zone Monarchy (-)

She works hard: She does seem to take her job as head of
state seriously. So do most heads of state, though few are still
working at the age 90, and none have enjoyed such a lengthy,
uninterrupted term of office.

The Queen had been too passive as head of state: the
monarchy wouldn't be as popular if they were part of
politics — they're above and beyond it.

Amazing, awesome, a reminder of past glory, very careful not
to offend anyone... She did her bit during WW2 — as a truck
mechanic who wasn't afraid to get her hands dirty. She has a
sense of humour — the James Bond Stunt during the Olympics
2012 opening ceremony is testament to that.

Over three — quarters of all expenditure arising from
maintaining the royal family (including allowances to its
members) come from British taxpayers [1].

The Royal Family is costing UK taxpayers more than
ever.

She has modernised the royal family and brought it into the
21st century.

Nevertheless, the whole anachronistic, class ridden estab-
lishment poisons our society's values and attitudes at the
root.

She is protected and favored by the press. She has remained,
throughout decades, a dignified and admirable figure who has
served her country without fail ... in 70-odd years on the
throne she has shepherded the UK through loss of Empire,
downsizing, and loss of global stature without sacrificing a
shred of dignity [7].

The Queen is estimated to be personally worth at least
£427million, according to Forbes. The entire British mo-
narchy is worth around £72billion according to the publi-
cation estimates [5].

of the incumbent monarch. In conclusion, we would
like to state that the basic point holds good: most of
the royal personae gratae play the popularity game and
they have no other choice left. Monarchy as a form of
government is shaken to its foundations then and now,
but, given the lifelong time in the public eye, it should
survive.
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B3rnAaAn HA BPUTAHCKYO MOHAPXUIO

P.M. Canumosa
Bawkupckuti eocydapcmeeHHbIl yHUsepcumem, 2. Y¢ha, Poccusi

B Hacrosimeii ctatee paccMaTpuBaeTca Menuaodpas OpUTaHCKOH MOHApXHUH, (OPMUPYIOIIUICSA Ha
CTpPaHHLAX AHTJIOSI3BIYHOTO MEYaTHOTO MEIUAMPOCTPAHCTBA M PEANU3YIOIIHICS HEMOCPEACTBEHHO ue-
pe3 00pa3 KOpOJeBbl U KOPOJEBCKOW CeMbU. DMIUPUIECKYI0 0a3y MCCIEIOBAaHHA COCTABISIOT CTaThU
13 0(UIHATBHBIX TOPTAJIOB KOPOJICBCKOM ceMbH BennkoOpuTaHuu 1 OpUTAHCKOH KaueCTBEHHOH Tpec-
col 1 Tabmonnos “The Independent”, “The Guardian”, “The Sun”, “The Daily Express” u T. 1., Bbliea-
mux B cBeT B neprox 2015-2020 r. Llens cTaTby COCTOUT B TOM, 9TOOBI BEISIBUTE IIPOTHBOPEUNE MEXKTY
o0pa3oM MoHapxa, Kak IJIaBbl TOCYIapcTBa M KPH3HCOM MOHApXHUYECKOW TOCYZapCTBEHHOCTH, HYX-
Jaromieiicss B MOepHHU3aMi. MeToMKa UCCIeN0BaHMs BKIIOYaeT KOHTEKCTYaIbHBIH, JIMHIBOKYJIBTY-
POJIOTHYECKHH, KOHLENTYalbHBI aHalM3, a TaKKe METOJ KPHUTHYECKOTO IMCKypc-aHanm3a. JlaHHbIE
METOIbI TOJPa3yMeBaloT 0OpalieHne K BepOaTbHBIM CPEACTBAM KOMMYHHUKAIINH OCPEACTBOM SKCILIH-
KaIli¥ KOHLENTYyaIbHOH HHpOpManuu B TekcTe. IIpoaHann3upoBaHHbBIA MaTepHan MO3BOJSIET CIETATh
BBIBOJI, UTO TI€YATHBIC CPEJCTBA MAacCOBOH MH(OPMAIINH MPEXK/E BCETO SIBIAIOTCS OCHOBHBIMH HHCTPY-
MEHTaMH HOMyJISIPU3NPOBAHUS 00pa30B, OIHLETBOPSIONINX COBPEMEHHYI0 MOHApPXUIO, a ITyOIHIHOCTD
CTaHOBHTCSI OCHOBOH ee CyllecTBOBaHHWs. HaOmomaercsi TeHASHIUS BBIpaXkaTh HEJOBOJIBCTBO CKOpee
MHCTHTYTOM MOHApXUH, HEXEIH JMYHOCTHIO KOPOJIEBBI, BOIUIONIAIONIEH HCTOPHUYECKYIO TPAJUIHIO,
CTaOWJIBHOCTh U HAIIMOHAJIBHYIO MICHTHYHOCTh. bpHuTaHckas kopoJieBa moiydaet B OONbIIECH CTEICHH
HOJIOKUTENBHYIO OLIEHKY B 00IIeCcTBE. DKCIUIUIMTHAS ¥ UMIUTHIMTHAS TIOJIOXKUTEIbHAsT OLICHOYHOCTh B
MaCCMEAMIHBIX TEKCTaX JOCTHIAETCS 3a CUET MCIIONIB30BAHUS JIEKCEM, HKCIIPECCUBHBIX CHHTAKCHYe-
CKHX MOJIENeH 1 KOHTEKCTYalIbHBIX MApPKEPOB.

Kniouesvie crosa: bpumanckas monapxus, obpas koponesvt, CMHU, oyenounocms, pegpepenyuanb-
Hasl 30Hd.
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