THE SOCIO-PEDAGOGICAL THINKING OF J.A. COMENIUS

L. Grontsova, Matej Bel University, Banska Bystrica, Slovakia

John Amos Comenius (1592-1670) belongs to the most important persons in the European
culture, philosophy, theology and in particular pedagogy. Comenius was the founder of the
educational system, it is to his credit that pedagogy became independent and singled out from
the framework of philosophy. With his works, he laid foundations of several pedagogical
sciences, in particular the didactics, theory of education, pre-school education, education
organisation and management and other. However, his work has also a strong socio-pedagogical
aspect, so far insufficiently studied from the point of view of social pedagogy and in particular
pedagogy of social care as its part.

The paper describes a fruitful contribution of J.A. Comenius in the development of social
and educational conceptions of reality. It presents several periods of socio-pedagogical ideas
developed by J.A. Comenius.

The first period (until 1620) is characterized by the criticism of social inequalities. In the
second period (1620-1627) J.A. Comenius developed social pedagogy for orphans. The third
period (1627-1641) is characterized by the development of the theory of universal knowledge.
During this period, Y.A. Comenius developed the idea that education is a means of development
and social improvement of both man and the world. It took place in England (1641-1642). Next,
the fifth period (till 1656) is the reformist one when J.A. Comenius expressed the idea of
education as a basis for transformation of the inner world of man, society and the entire social
world. The sixth period (1671-1879) is characterized by the idea of the feasibility of the general
education and the search for the young social forces that are able to change the social world.
The socio-pedagogical ideas of J.A. Comenius were not further developed and they can be

considered as a factor in the development of modern social pedagogy.
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The educators of social pedagogy in Czech
Republic and Slovakia include the work and
thoughts of J.A. Comenius in the prehistory of
Social Pedagogy and draw inspiration from it for
its current development. However, these contri-
butions are so far sporadic, but inspiring.

In his book “Zdklady socidlni pedagogiky”
(Foundations of Social Pedagogy) [8], in the first
chapter “Z historie socialni pedagogiky” (From
the History of Social Pedagogy), the most
distinguished contemporary researcher of social
pedagogy in Czech Republic B. Kraus [3, 8] points
out the contribution of J.A. Comenius to social
pedagogy saying that Comenius understood
education as a means of human cultivation and as
a tool to improve the world. He also draws
attention to Comenius’ social feeling in access to
education and Comenius’ opinion that education
should be provided to all without difference in
their status or gender. He also mentions the
contribution of Comenius’ work “Informatorium
Skoly materskej” (School of Infancy) to social
pedagogy, giving great importance to the educa-
tional influence of environment on man.

A theoretical discourse on the influence of
Comenius’ work on social pedagogy can be
found also in the work “Jan Amos Komensky.

Odkaz kulture vzdéldavani” (John Amos Come-
nius. Legacy to the Culture of Education) [12,
c. 177-185], where J. Semrad and M. Skrabal
address the contribution of J.A. Comenius to
social pedagogy in the chapter “Odkaz Komen-
ského socialni pedagogice” (Comenius’ Legacy
in Relation to Social Pedagogy). The authors
state: “We see the basis of thoughts linked with
social pedagogy in Comenius’ opinions on social
tasks of school and on the teacher’s cooperation
with pupils and cooperation of pupils with one
another as the basis of the upbringing and edu-
cational process in class” [12, c. 180]. Also,
J. Semrad and M. Skrabal see Comenius’ contri-
bution to the development of social pedagogy in
the following areas [11, c. 182]:

1) Concept of education as an instrument of
social development;

2) Emphasis on school as a social organi-
sation contributing to social learning;

3) Pansophy and upbringing related concept
of education as an instrument of social
unification and international communication;

4) Concept of universal human culture;

5) Concept of creativity in the world of
human labour;

6) Implementation of Comenius’ intent in
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contemporary practice of upbringing and
education in integrating Europe.

Also M. Prochazka pays considerable atten-
tion to J.A. Comenius, in his monograph “Socialni
pedagogika” (Social Pedagogy) [10] in the chapter
“J.A. Comenius jako inspirace pro socidlne-
pedagogicke mysleni” (J.A. Comenius as Ins-
piration for Social Pedagogical Thinking).
In M. Prochazka’s opinion [10, ¢. 24] Comenius’
work offers inspiration to social pedagogy in the
following areas:

a. Education power and its potential for
transformation of society;

b. Democratic character of upbringing and
education;

c. Accent on the social role of school
environment;

d. Comprehensive concept of
improvement through education.

With regard to Comenius’ socio-historical as
well as conceptual development, according to
D. Capkova [1, c. 43] his philosophical-educa-
tional work may be divided into 6 periods.
In these periods his works were considerably
influenced by the 17th century social and poli-
tical development which left deep imprints in
them. However, in addition to educational,
religious, philosophical and other aspects, one
can find also socio-pedagogical thinking in
Comenius’ works from each of the periods.

The First Period covers the beginning of his
activity up to 1620 (or 1624 including his studies
abroad), which his encyclopaedic and national-
educational works are typical of. The works
“Theatrum universitatis rerum” (The Theatre of
All Things), “Linguae Bohemicae thesaurus”
(Thesaurus of the Czech Language) and other
may be included there. From the point of view of
social pedagogy, his work “Listové do nebe”
(Letters to Heaven) is interesting, published in
1619 as his first printed work. Comenius criticized
social injustice and sided with the poor there.

The Second Period (1620-1627). His work
was marked by the events of that period, namely
by the outbreak of the Thirty Years” War, victory
of Habsburgs in the Battle of White Mountain
and counter-reformation, resulting in persecution
of Czech non-Catholics. In this period, Comenius
didn’t find the way out from the “labyrinth of the
world” yet and that was why his works had
marks of the social and his personal tragedy (his
second wife with children died) and are called the
works of the First Consoling Period, or “Conso-
ling Works”. These works were intended to

society

console unfortunate persecuted Czech protestants
and other suffering people. They had a distinct
social critical content. They included: “Labyrint
sveta a rdj srdce” (The Labyrinth of the World
and the Paradise of the Heart), “O sirobé” (About
Poor People), “Pres Bozi” (Press of God),
“Truchlivy” (The Mournful) and other. From the
point of view of social pedagogy, the writing
“O sirobé” (About Poor People) is of particular
interest. J.A. Comenius’ thought about man over-
coming difficult situations in life is particularly
inspiring for social pedagogy. The activation of
man’s own powers and “self-help” concept
belongs to the key principles of social pedagogy
since its origination. In social pedagogy, the
problems of orphanhood belong to the key areas
of its interest, especially in German and Polish
social pedagogy and, thus, the Comenius’ writing
“O sirobé” (About Poor People) should be of
greater inspiration also for contemporary Slovak
social pedagogy, despite the fact that Slovak
legislation does not enable activities of social
educators at children homes.

In this period Comenius found a fix point
only in taking refuge to God and retreating from
this world. This period is denoted as the “Pre-
Pansophic Period” (of pre-universal knowledge),
when J.A. Comenius stood in positions of
medieval passivity.

The Third Period (1628-1641) covers Co-
menius’ first stay in Leszno where he wrote the
most important pedagogical works of didactic
nature and began to develop the idea of pan-
sophy, thus, universal knowledge, from which the
name of this period is derived — the Pansophic
Period of his work. It includes the works
“Didaktika ceska” (The Bohemian Didactic),
“Brana jazyki oteviena” (The Gate of Lan-
guages Unlocked) and “Informatorium skoly
materské” (School of Infancy), written as parts
of a more widely conceived work “Rdj cesky”
(The Bohemian Paradise). They were to serve the
needs of the Czech nation and improvement of
the Czech society. In that period, Comenius
already considered education an important factor
of man’s personality development and society
improvement. It is obvious that Comenius had
left the medieval passivity, typical of the
previous period, for the modern activity pursued
especially under the influence of empirical
philosophy, F.Bacon, J.L.Vives and other
philosophers. The work of this period, which is
of particular importance for social pedagogy,
is “Informatorium S$koly materské” (School of
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Infancy) where Comenius laid foundations for
purposeful, systematic education of a man in
a family, as children should be brought up
following the proper standards of wisdom since
infancy. “All the main branches a tree is to have,
the tree sprouts from its trunk already in the first
years, thus later there is nothing else necessary
but they grow. It is the same with man:
“everything depends on the beginning; such is
the importance of childhood. The meaningful-
ness or idleness of life is decided on at the
beginning” [7].

Comenius understood pre-school education
as the foundation for human education, on which
vernacular school was to build. Since its origina-
tion, social pedagogy has paid special attention to
the re-education of children and youth, because
of their failed upbringing in a family and at
school. The efforts of social educators in the
process of youth’s reformation and re-socializa-
tion are very not always effective. In addition to
“Informatorium Skoly materské” (School of
Infancy), J.A. Comenius gave the rationale for
proper pre-school education of children in a
family also in “Didactica magna” (The Great
Didactic) and “Pampaedia” (Universal Educa-
tion) as follows:

5. The main reason is the consideration of
universal reform.

6. All in all, our body, soul, morals, effort,
speech, conduct are formed by education.

7. It is easier to educate than to re-educate
as this foresighted care should come scince
childhood.

8. Thus, it saves efforts and time if we
begin education on time.

Many ideas in “Didactica magna” (The Great
Didactic) are also inspiring for social pedagogy.
His idea that “if a man is to be produced it is
necessary that he to be formed by education”
(title of Chapter 6 of The Bohemian Didactic)
and, also, the idea that the “reform of the world
must begin with a reform of school and man”
have a deep socio-pedagogical meaning. The so-
cializing importance of education is obvious:
“...we are born not for ourselves alone, but for
God and for our neighbour, that is to say for the
human race. Thus, becoming seriously persuaded
of the truth we will learn from our boyhood to
desire and strive to be of service to as many as
possible. Thus, would the good fortune of private
and of public life be assured, since all men would
be ready to work together for the common good
and to help one another” [5].

The Fourth Period (1641-1642) includes
his short stay in England, where Comenius wrote
the pansophistic treatise “Via lucis” (The Way
of Light) where he formulated the thought, that
education is not the goal but only the means for
development science and improvement of the
world and gave instructions how to overcome the
fragmentation of sciences.

The Fifths Period (1642—1656) includes his
stay in Elblag, Sarospatak and two short stays in
Leszno. This period is denoted as the Period of
Reform, because Comenius began to work on
the extensive work “De rerum humanarum
emendatione consultatio catholica” (General
Consultation on an Improvement of All Things
Human), he divided in seven parts: Panegersia
(Universal Awakening), Panaugia (Universal
Dawning), Pansophia (Universal Knowledge),
Pampaedia (Universal Education), Panglottia
(Universal Language Study), Panorthosia (Uni-
versal Reform), Panuthesia (Universal Admo-
nition). From the point of view of social pedagogy,
the works Pampaedia and Panorthosia are of
special interest, where Comenius understands
education as the basis of the effort of man,
society and the world for a universal reform.
In Pampaedia, he wrote: “general corruption of
the world begins in the roots. Therefore also the
universal renewal of the world must begin from
there...” All hope for universal reform depends
on the first education. If it is good education,
matching the standards of the truth and good,
then it is not possible that those who undergo it,
are not superior to others. The happiness of the
whole life depends on it, too. Faults of the first
education accompany man for the whole life.
Therefore the first guard of the human race is in
the cradle; what could be easily improved in
childhood, becomes irreparable at the old age”
[4]. From its origination, the attention of social
pedagogy has focused especially on addressing
and remedying educa-tional problems in children
and youth, while laying strong emphasis on the
role of upbringing and education in this process.
In this connection, it has placed special emphasis
on socio-educational work with a dysfunctional
family, which as a rule significantly contributes
to the formation of deviant behaviour in children
and youth. Such thoughts can already be found in
“Pampaedia” (Universal Education) [4], where
Comenius writes:

Axiom I: Neglect of education is the corrup-
tion of people, families, empires and of the whole
world.
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Axiom II: Faults developed in family later
lead to difficulties at school, church and in the
state.

To correct the faults in development of the
young, Comenius recommends in his “Didactica
magna” (The Great Didactic) proper education
and upbringing, because “there is no more
certain way under the sun for the raising of
sunken humanity than the proper education
of the young”.

The work “Panorthosia” (Universal Reform)
contains Comenius’ thought that the “reform of
public affairs begins with a reform of school” [6].

The Sixths period (1656-1670) covers
Comenius’ stay in Amsterdam, where he came
after Leszno had been burnt in the Swedish-
Polish war in 1656. The period in which Come-
nius lost his property and many works. He began
to “glue the shards of broken vessels” again. Here
he published his most important pedagogical
treatises “Opera didactica omnia” (Writing on
All Learning) and in 1658 his “Orbis sensualium
pictus” (The Visible World in Pictures) was
published for the first time. He was working also
on additional sections of “Consultatio catholica”
(General Consultation), which resulted in the
treatise “Clamores Eliae” (The Exhortations of
Elijah). There, he saw an international staff of
scholars as new “Elijah”, who, with assistance
of enlightened rulers, would carry out the reform
of the corrupted world. The treatise “Unum
necessarium” (The One Thing Needful) is the
philosophical testament of Comenius’ work,
where he expressed his longing for peace and
harmonious unity of the world. He expressed the
necessity of mutual assistance in his auto-
biographic writing “Continuatio admonitionis
fraternae...” (Continuation of Brotherly Admo-
nition) written at the end of his life as follows:
“..we who participate in human nature are
to help others, also participating in it” [7].
J.A. Comenius as a philosopher, educator, refor-
mer, theologian and social thinker striving
for “improvement of things human” [2, c¢. 3], is
of great inspiration also for social pedagogy.

Social pedagogy among other things finds
inspiring J.A. Comenius’ approach to education
based on the apparent democratic character and
his view that upbringing and education should be
provided to all without difference in their status.
“..not the children of the rich or of the powerful
only, but of all alike, boys and girls, both noble
and ignoble, rich and poor... should be sent
to school” [9, c.71]. Similar views were also
shown by the founder of the theoretical direction
in social pedagogy P. Natorp in his book “Demo-
cracy of Education” [12], where Natorp required
education to be provided to everybody by the
level of his abilities, to all layers of the nation,
while also demanding mitigation or elimination
of class differences in education. The socio-
pedagogical dimension of his work has not been
sufficiently acknowledged at the theoretical level.
Comenius’ ideas of the interdependencies of
upbringing and education with the reform of man
and society and the universal reform of the world
are the stimulus also for social pedagogy.

Conclusion

Comenius’ pedagogical thoughts are timeless
and they are a source of wisdom for many
disciplines, but he also makes the modern society
reflect on the issues of globalization and the
admonition for the human race to grow wise.
“Because: Firstly, we are all seated in the great
theatre of the world: every action here affects us
all, because the sun provides the light and God
the eyes to all. Secondly, we, the whole human
race, are one kind, one blood, one family, one
house: therefore just as a part helps its whole
and any organ all other organs of the same body
and every member of the family to another
member of the same family, or, if he can, to the
whole family: also we, who participate in the
human nature, are to help others, also parti-
cipating in it. Thirdly: God already at the
beginning of creation entrusted every man with
care of every neighbour” [7]. The 17th century
when Comenius lived bears many analogies with
the present times.
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COUUAIBbHO-NMEAQAITOrMYECKMUE BO33PEHUA
AHA AMOCA KOMEHCKOI'O

WU. 'poHyosa
YHueepcumem Mamelia bena, e. baHcka beicmpuua, Crogakusi

Au Amoc Komenckuii (1592-1670) — oaun u3 Belgaromuxcs npeacrasuteneii Espomneiickoit
KyJIBTYpBI, priiocoduu, Teonorun u neparoruki. KomeHckuii Obll 0OJJHIM M3 OCHOBAaTeNeH cuc-
TeMbl 00pazoBaHus, Oiarojaps eMy HeJaroruka crajia OTIEJIbHOW 00JacThio 3HAHMH UM caMo-
CTOATENBHOW Haykol. B cBomx paborax IH Amoc KomeHCkuii 000CHOBAI OCHOBBI JHIAKTHKH,
TEOPHUN NEJaroruky, AOIIKOJIBHOTO OOyUYeHHMs, OPTaHM3alMI0 U YIpaBIeHHEe 00pa3oBaTEIbHBIM
npouneccom. Kpome TOTO, B ero paborax oco00oe BHUMAaHHE YAENAETCI W COLMAIbHO-
MIeJarOTHYECKUM aclieKTaM 00pa30BaHMs — chepe MATOM3YIEHHOH C TOUKH 3pEHHSI COLMATBHON
MEIarOTHKY U NEIarOTUKH COLMAIbHON TTOMOIIH.

B crarbe mokazaH HEOJHO3HAYHBIN, HO TUIOMOTBOpHBINA BkIaa S.A. KoMeHckoro B pazButue
COIMAJIBHO-TIEZIATOTMYECKUX MPEICTABICHUH O AeHCTBUTENBHOCTH. [IpeacTaBneHbl HECKOIBKO Iie-
PHOOB Pa3BUTHS COLMaTIbHO-TIeqarorndeckux npenacrasneHuid S.A. Komenckoro. IlepBerit nepu-
on 1o 1620 r. xapakTepusyercss HanmucaHueM padoT, B KOTOPBIX aBTOP KPUTHUKYET COLUATIBHOE He-
paBeHcTBO. Bo BTOpO# nepuon, 1o 1627 r. S.A. KoMmeHckuil pa3BUBaeT COLUANBHYIO IEJArOIUKy
Ui aeter-cupotT. Tperwit, mancopuueckuid nepuon, mo 1641 r. xapaktepusyercss pa3pabOTKOi
TEOpHUN YHHMBEpCAILHOTO 3HaHMA. B ator mepuon S.A. KomeHckuii pa3suBaer naen od obpaso-
BaHWM KaK CPEACTBE PAa3BHUTHS M COLMAIBHOTO COBEPIICHCTBOBAHMS KaK 4YEJIOBEKa, TaK U MHUPA.
Orta uaes pa3pabaTbIBacTCs MEAArOroM B YETBEPTHIA MEpHO, BO BpeMs MpeObIBaHHS B AHIIINH
(1641-1642 tr.). Crnenyrommuii, maATelii mepuoxn, mo 1656 r., sBusercs peopMHCTCKHM, KOTAa
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S.A. KomeHCKuil BbIpakaeT uaen o0 oOpa3oBaHMU KaK OCHOBHI NPeoOpa3OBaHU BHYTPEHHETO
MHpa YeJIoBeKa, 00IIECTBa M BCETO COIUAIBHOrO Mupa. Jlis mectoro nepuoxa (1671-1879 rr.) xa-
PaKTEepHBI MPOBO3MIIAIICHAE UJIEH O IEJIECO00PA3HOCTH BCEOOIEro 00pa3oBaHus U MOMCK MOJIO-
JbIX O6H1€CTBCHHI)IX CWJI, KOTOpbIC CHOCOGHI)I HCIIPaBUTh COHHaﬂbelﬁ MuUp. CO]_II/laJ'I])HO-
nenaroruueckue uaen S1.A. KomeHckoro B naipHeieM ObUTH HETOCTATOYHO Pa3pabOTaHbl H MO-
TYT PacCMaTPUBATHCS KaK (JaKTOp Pa3BUTHS COBPEMEHHOH COIUATBHOM TIeJarOTHKH.

Knroueswie cnosa: An Amoc Komenckuil, coyuanvbras nedazocuxa.

I'ponnoBa HMonamna, npodeccop ¢mrocodun, xadenpa nenaroruku, yausepcuter Mareita Bena
(bancka Brictpuia, CnoBaxwust), jolana.hroncova@umb.sk.
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